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Kennedy, Church, Nixon Aide

By Norman Kempster
‘Washington Star Staft Writer
In January 1968 a person with. a
scarcely legible Armenian-sounding

name wrote to Sen. Edward .M.
Kennedy, D-Mass., from Soviat
Armenia to thank him for informa-

- tion regarding a U.S.-Soviet health

exchange program. :

In June 1963 Ray Price, a longtime
‘friend and aide of Richard M. Nixon,
‘was visiting the Soviet Union. He

wrote to Nixon concerning the cam-
paign for the Republican.presidential
nomination. - .

Sometime in 1971 Sen. Frank
Church, D-Idaho, while on a trip to .
the Soviet Union, wrote some travel-
er’s observations to his mother-in-
law in Boise, Idaho. _ ' ;

What these letters have in common |

-— aside from apparently being over-

whelmingly trivial — s that they|:
were opened, read and copied by the
CIA. The original letters then went|.
on to the addresses but the copies
went into the CIA’s files. '
The Senate Intelligence Committee
said yesterday that the CIA also|
intercepted the mail of Federal Re-|
serve Board Chairman Arthur F.|
Burns; Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey, |
D-Minn.; Rep. Bella Abzug, D-N.Y.; -
former West Virginia Secretary of ' -

tin Luther King Jr.; his wife, Coret-
ta; . Harvard University; the Ford
Foundation; the Rockefeller Founda-
tion; - Nobel Prize-winning scientist
Linus Pauling, author John Stein-
beck and former United Auto Work-
ers official Victor Reuther. , & -

Church, the Intelligence Commit--
tee's chairman, confessed that he did
not know why the mail of those indi- f
viduals was opened. Nor did he know ,
how frequently their correspondence |
was intercepted. But he said he was |
determined to find out. i

One thing Church said he knew for!,

a certainty — the letter openings the l
committee now knows about are only ]

a small fraction of the tota} handled
by the CIA during a program which |
began in 1954 and ended in 1973. :

Church said the committee will ask
Nixon to testiiy on the CIA mail- |
intercept program.’

" The names of Fauling, Steinbeck
and Reuther were on a CIA “watch
list” which included about 1,200 other
individuals of interest to the agency:
But Church said the other namas dis.
cussed at the hearing were not on the
watch list.

- “It is obyious the opening of mail
was nol restricied .to any particular.
watch list and may have gone very -
far afield.” Church said.

Under CIA procedures, corre-
spondence between individuals on the
watch list and Communist countries,
chiefly the Sovist Union, was rou--
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tinely opened and copied. Church!-

said the committee hopes to find out |
how frequently the latters of persons
not included on the list were opened. |
Other names on tha watch list have !
not been made public. S
A spokesman for Kennedy firsti
learned of the:interception of his mai} :
Tuesday when he received a copy of ;
the letter he had received in 19§31
from Armenia. The spokesman said |
Kennedy was told tha copy was from |

CIA files but that there was T

no indicaticn of whether!
additional letters of his had
been opened. O
Committee’ sources de- i
scribed the Price-Nixon !
letter, which is the only let- ;
ter involving the former ;
president of which the com-"~
mittee is aware. There was
no indication of whether i
- Nixon learned of the inter-.}
ception. _ i
Humphrey said he knew!
nothing of the opening of
his mail until he heard it
from the committee. :
In a statement, the for-:
mer vice president called
‘the interception ''a prime
example of bureaucratic;
arrogance, violation of law,!
invasion of privacy and,
‘abuse of power.” He added
wryly, “'If they are going to
“read my mail, 1 wish t‘fleyﬁ
would answer it.”” - .

‘rity of the U.S. mails and;

-would not have come to us.

Angleton said.
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. The Rockefeller Comm:s-i
sion report on the CIA re-
vealed the existence of the

mail opening program,:
concentrated in New York'
with branch operations in;
San Francisco and New Or-:
leans. But the commission
did not name the individu-i
als whose mail was read.
* James Angleton, formelr
CIA chief of counterintellt!
gence, said mail intercep-
tion was a good source of
information because  the
Russians trusted the integ-:

sent ‘sometimes seonsitive |
information through regu.!
lar mail.

“Much of the mail and
the content of the mail

if -they .(the Soviets) had
known of the program,”

Angleton, whose opposi-!
‘tion to detente with the|
Soviets put him at odds with
Secretary of State Henry A,
Kissinger, conceded that:
mail_interception was ille-,
gal-But he said intelligence:
must be given|
some “latitude” in dealing:
with security threats.
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